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Washington, D.C.  
 The Pentagon announced today that 
it has selected the design of Maya Lin 
for its new Global War on Terror 
memorial.  
 Ms. Lin is most famous for her 
1981 design for the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, which has become a D.C. 
landmark that draws more visitors 
annually than Disneyworld and Six 
Flags Over Des Moines combined.  
 Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff felt 
intense pressure this past week from a 
restless public quite taken aback by the 
British Army's dismantling of its 
Afghan War memorial upon its 
permanent departure from its Afghan 
HQ stronghold, Camp Bastion, when 
the Union Jackers turned over the 
sprawling base in southern Afghanistan 
to the feckless Afghan Armed Forces.  
 British General Steffen Hupper 
Lipp said that the camp memorial 
etched with the names of the hundreds 
of Brits killed in the thirteen-year-long 
conflict had to be dismantled because 
the Afghan soldiers would strip the 
bronze plaques and anything else of 
value from the stone-and-bronze 
monument. "And what our Afghan 
allies wouldn't steal," General Lipp 
made clear, "the Taliban would 
desecrate and destroy when they 
capture the military base in the coming 
months."  
 In a joint press conference, Mr. 
Hagel and Messrs. Joint assured the 
American people that they have been 
ahead of the curve on this, having 
ordered earlier the dismantling of the 
U.S. Army's own memorial monu-
ments on more than one hundred 
combat outposts and operating bases 
that have been abandoned to the 
Afghan Army over the past four years.  

 "It's one thing 
backing out of this 
war with our tails 
between our legs," 
Mr. Chief Joint told 
the packed press-
room, "but it's quite 
another having our 
allies and our 
enemies urinate and 
defecate on monu-
ments inscribed 
with our fallen 
heroes' names and 
then blow them up 
with RPGs."   
 According to 
talkative insiders, the Pentagon last 
year put out a solicitation to sculptors 
and architects to submit concepts for a 
"collapsible, portable, multi-use" 
monument that the military could 
employ celebrating dead GIs past, 
present and future.  

America has fought in Afghanistan 
and Iraq and might soon be again 
fighting in Iraq, and also in Syria, 
Yemen, Chad, Liberia, Sierra Leone, 
Madagascar, Papua New Guinea and 
Canada. For those coming engage-
ments and any unforeseen overseas 
contingency operations the Pentagon 
wanted available an easily 
transportable monument that the troops 
could temporarily plant on their bases 
then pack up and carry home when 
they left in tactical retreat or utter 
defeat.  

The Pentagon design-quest stipu-
lated that, along with "collapsible" and 
"portable", the monument should allow 
for the emplacement of the "Individual 
KIAs' names and dates of death".  

Ms. Maya Lin's design was 
unanimously selected among the 
thousands of submissions from war 
memorial architects worldwide.  

"You hit this thing out of the 

ballpark," Mr. Hagel told Ms. Lin as he 
presented her with the winning prize, a 
U.S. Govt. check for one million dol-
lars. "Your design embraces the very 
best values of rural, God-fearing, gun-
totin' America," he praised her.  

Indeed, in Ms. Lin's conceptua-
lization, the Pentagon can purchase 
off-the-shelf portable commercial 
signs, like those that one can find in 
the weed-choked parking lots of 
Quickie-Marts, Bucket-o'-Suds, Baptist 
churches, and Goodwill stores.  

"And with the interchangeable 
letters," Mr. Hagel enthused during the 
press event/ceremony, "lickety-split, 
soldiers in the field can slap up their 
dead comrade's names then squeeze 
'em all together, making room for more 
as their numbers grow."  

Later, a spokesman for the 
secretary announced that the Pentagon 
had put out an order for twenty-five 
thousand signs, each to include a 
mixed assortment of letters, including 
extra Qs, Xs and Zs to accommodate 
the expected increase in the Army's 
undocumented illegal alien Hispanic 
population due to the Dream Act.  
 
(Additional reporting by R. Burgundy)
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